


Introduction

Today we will be taking a bit more of a practical look at sharing the Bible through 

preparation. This article is meant to give you the tools required in order to prepare yourself

for sharing the Bible. Once again I'd like to remind you that these last few articles are 

written from the perspective of a Bible teacher or preacher. Simply sharing verses or the 

gospel with your friends and neighbors does not require you to do hours of study, however 

I'm sure these principles will help the casual Bible reader in their everyday life, or will at 

least help Christians to listen to sermons in a more productive way. Next week we will be 

closing this mini series with a look at New Testament history, to try and take a look at the 

backstory of the New Testament. 

UNDERSTANDABILITY & CLARITY OF CONTENT

Clarity comes from preparation and familiarity with your sermon or message. How easy it 

would be to take notes on your message if you were listening to it? Clarity is critical if you 

are going to be an effective preacher, teacher or Bible sharer. If your audience doesn’t 

understand what you are saying, your teaching is in vain. 

Therefore it is not enough to be accurate to the text and give your people exegetical data, 

unless that data is stated in such a way that they can understand it. Paul, in Colossians 

4:4 made this prayer request concerning his preaching, “that I may make it clear in the way

I ought to speak.” Surely if the Apostle Paul needed help in being clear, and we know he 

did as Peter reminds us in II Pet. 3:16 that Paul spoke “some things hard to understand,” 

we also must labor to be clear. The teacher is in a doubly precarious position because he 

not only has to preach doctrines that are hard for anyone to understand, but he also can 

make an easily understood text hard to understand if he doesn’t explain it clearly.

IS YOUR MESSAGE CONTENT:

1. From Stated Passage?

2. Theologically Accurate?

3. Historically Accurate?

4. Extra-Biblical Data Accurate?

5. Biblically Accurate?



6. How much Bible?

7. God Focused?

8. Man Focused?

9. Irrelevant?

10. Principles

11. Purpose

12. Main Point

13. So What?

14. Why?

15. Relevant?

STRUCTURE OF CONTENT

Many preachers have little if any structure in their sermons. They just speak and ramble on

and the listener struggles to follow along and remember what was said. Structure can help 

people follow along better and better remember what was said. A clear proposition 

followed by clearly defined points is very helpful for some people. It helps them organize 

the material they are learning in their mind and remember it. Structure can come from the 

text (syntactical outline) or structure might be artificially imposed on the text in order to 

categorize the truths being taught. Either way, the structure of the sermon can help people 

learn and understand.

Components of a good expositional sermon:

OUTLINE:

Attempt to make your outline easy to remember. Using parallelism and alliteration is 

helpful, but never compromise accuracy for cleverness when outlining.

Review the points as you go. This assures that the audience knows where you are and

where you are going. Whenever possible, make the points of the outline contain the 

application (use imperatives as much as possible).

Make sure that all points relate to the proposition. A good sermon has one point, and the

outline explains and reinforces that point.

TRANSITIONS:

Do not assume they are following your train of thought. They don’t know what you know 



and they do not necessarily make the same connections between ideas that you make.

Nothing will more quickly obscure the structure of your message than the failure to provide

your listeners with a clear, logical flow from one point of your argument to the next. The 

tool that best ensures that kind of clarity is the transition statement. A transition is the act 

and means of moving from one part of the sermon to another, from one division to another 

and from one idea to another.

Transitions are to sermons what joints are to the bones of the body. “They are the bridges 

of the discourse, and by them the preacher moves from point to point.” (Broadus, On the

Preparation and Delivery of Sermons)

1. The Purposes of a Transition

a) Emphasis to emphasize the main divisions of the message

b) Movement to enable the audience to recognize that the speaker is leaving one major

outline point and is moving to the next

c) Logic to identify for the audience the logical connection between two major points

d) Introduction to introduce the next main division

2. The Components of a Transition

a) Tell them you are going on to another point, idea, concept, part of your sermon, etc.

b) A brief review statement of the previous point (note: if there are more than three main 

points, it helps to review all the previous points in one of the transitional statements)

c) A transition word (e.g., but, however, in addition, secondly, finally)

d) A question or statement that draws the listener to the next point

3. The Logistics of a Transition

a) It should be fully written out

b) It should be completely stated

c) It should stand out from the rest of the message

(1) Pausing briefly

(2) Varying the force of speech

(3) Varying the rate of speech

(4) Varying the pitch of speech



INTRODUCTION:

The introduction may be the most important part of the sermon. Even if the primary content

is not in the introduction, the desire to listen to what you have to say is won or lost in the

opening moments. An introduction should be designed to set the tone, introduce and 

arouse and secure attention. Don’t waste time here; have one introduction not several.

Never promise more than the sermon can deliver. Don’t apologize for anything (e.g., “I’m 

sick,” “I’ve been busy,” “I’ve not had time to prepare like I would have wanted,” etc.).

Be confident and authoritative because you have a word from God!

ILLUSTRATIONS – “THIS IS WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE”:

Illustrations come in many forms. Many of the things mentioned here might be categorized

under the broad topic of illustration. Basically an illustration is a graphic comparison.

Illustrations are given because they help make clear the truth you are trying to teach.

Doctrines can be very abstract and so in order to explain them what is familiar must be

compared with what is unfamiliar. An illustration is something which is easily understood

that parallels a truth or doctrine which is not so easily understood.

Illustrating is very important but can become a burden for those who have had little

preaching experience. Most preachers start out preaching technical, dry, messages with

little application and too much hard to understand information. The key to clear and

understandable preaching is preaching that it is full of graphic words that produce images 

in people’s minds, words that relate to people’s imaginations, thoughts, experiences and

feelings. A building without windows would be a prison rather than a house, for it would be 

quite dark, and no one would care to take it upon lease; and, in the same way, a discourse

without a parable is prosy and dull, and involves a grievous weariness of the flesh. . . . Our

congregations hear us with pleasure when we give them a fair measure of imagery: when

an anecdote is being told they rest, take breath, and give play to their imaginations, and

thus prepare themselves for the sterner work which lies before them in listening to our

profounder expositions. (Spurgeon, Lectures To My Students)

The necessity of illuminating the sermon properly is found in the mental attitude of the

people. Whether we like it or not, most of us preach to the “moving picture mind.” It is the

mind accustomed to images, pictures, scenes, rapidly moving. It certainly is not 

accustomed to deep thinking or long, sustained argument. Current magazines, bill boards, 

novels, drama, rapid transit, all add to this popular method of visual thinking. We as 



ministers may not approve of the daily fare of the people; we may regret their inability to 

pursue abstract logic; we may wish them to prefer theoretical reasoning. But whatever our 

wishes, we must recognize that they regard thinking which is not imaginary and concrete 

as dull and uninteresting. (Bryan Dawson.)



Sources:

Sources for this study mainly include but are not limited to study material from Christ 

Seminary, Basic Bible Interpretation by Roy B. Zuck and Christ Centered Preaching by 

Bryan Chapel. 

I forgot to mention the sources for the articles up until now, but will include them in 

future versions of the PDF's.


